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CASE OF NUMEROUS INCISED WOUNDS. 


BY P. J. BAUDUY, OF CUBA. 


On the 15th of March, 1839, an insurrection broke out among the ne- 
grog, at a neighboring sugar estate. ‘Two men were killed, and several 
dangerously wounded by the insurgents. Among several cases that J at- 
tended, [ select the following as one evincing how far a good constitution 
will go towards effecting a recovery from injuries that in most individuals 
would prove fatal, and the power which some individuals have of resist- 
ing hemorrhages that would seem necessarily mortal. The subject of 
this case is a negro, the slave of a neighboring gentleman, who, hearing 
the shrieks attending the outbreak of the insurrection, came over to the 
spot with the slave he considered as most faithful to him. On their arriv- 
ing at the scene of this dreadful murder, the negroes rushed on them, 
and the faithful slave placed himself before his master, so as to ward off 
the blows aimed against him. He grappled with the foremost, and 
threw him to the ground, falling himself over his antagonist, and in this 
position was literally hacked to pieces by the infuriated insurgents. This 
was at 5 A.M. I arrived at about 8 A. M., and immediately proceed- 
ed to dress the wounds of several white men, and at about 11 A. M., 
having got through them, proceeded to examine what | had taken for 
the corpse of one of the revolted negroes, which I saw lying in the cor- 
ner of the room. My astonishment was great to find that there was still 
life in the body, and that it was the faithful servant that | had heard 
spoken of, but whom I[ thought dead. He was speechless, cold as ice, 
alinost literally floating ina pool of his blood, and all his clothes saturated 
with the same. Could feel no pulse at wrist, but heart beating faintly. 
Finding that I should be obliged to amputate his arm, I sent off for my 
case, and in the meanwhile proceeded to dress his wounds, which were 
as follows :—On the left arm, a sabre cut had divided the four fingers 
of the left hand at about the articulation of the first and second pha- 
langes, leaving their extremities hanging only by a few shreds of tegu- 
ment. Another had penetrated the dorsum of the hand, fracturing the meta- 
carpal bones of the four fingers, and cutting down to the palmar aponeu- 
rosis. A third had laid open the whole articulation of the wrist, with 
the fore-arm, leaving the hand adherent to the fore-arm merely by a few 
shreds of the palmar teguments, and the divided ulnar and radial arteries 
gaping out, but not bleeding. A fourth cut had divided the muscles on 
the back of the fore-arm at about the upper part of its lower third, and 
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fractured by the radius and ulnar. A fifth sword cut had divided the 
muscles of the lower and internal. front of fore-arm at about its middle 
part, cutting through the ulna down to the radius. On his right arm he 
received the following wounds :—Thumb split down by a sabre cut from 
its extremity to articulation of its phalanges, with fracture of the bone of the 
second phalanx. A second on the front part of fore-arm at lower third, 
dividing merely the teguments. A third, at the lower part of the middle 
third of the front of fore-arm, dividing the muscles down to the flexor 
sublimis digitorum ; anda fourth on the internal part of the back of fore-arm, 
at about the lower part of its upper third, fracturing the ulna, and leav- 
ing its upper extremity projecting out slightly from the wound. On the 
head, neck and face, he had received numerous wounds ; one, about four 
inches long on the left side of neck, divided the integuments from the 
mastoid process to near the lower part of the larynx, cutting down to the 
sterao-mastoid muscle, and probably divided the external jugular; byt as 
it was filled by a pretty firm coagulum, I did not like to risk probing and 
poking at it in search of this vessel. Another sabre blow sliced off the 
whole left cheek, beginning a fourth of an inch below orbitar margin of 
submaxillary bone, and cutting down to near the alveolar processes, leav- 
ing the cheek hanging by a small strip, three fourths of an inch broad. 
Another large wound on the left temple had penetrated to the bone, and 
divided the anterior temporal artery, and ten more sabre cuts on the 
scalp in every direction, all cutting down to the bone, and two of them, 
one answering pretty nearly to coronal suture at the superior posterior 
art of frontal bone, and the other dividing this at right angles just be- 
ow sagittal suture on left parietal bone, penetrated through the exterior 
plate of the bones. Several of the others chipped off small pieces of 
the bones, for as his skull seems remarkably thick, the swords mostly 
glanced off of it. | 
When first placed on the operating table, he did not bleed from a single _ 
wound, but there was a slight oozing of serous fluid from several of the 
larger ones. I have already said that he was cold—almost speechless ; 
he whispered to me for water, and seemed parched with thirst. 1 
gave him, with a view of rousing up the vital powers, which seemed 
almost extinguished, liq. ammon. (aromat. ?) 3 ss. with tinct. opii 3i., 
and strong brandy 3 iv., in half a tumbler of water, and proceeded to 
dress his wounds. After shaving all the hair off the scalp, 1 washed his 
wounds to clear them of the earth and hair that they contained, and 
stitched them as neatly as possible with the interrupted suture, but not 
uniting the lips closely, for fear, if much inflammation and swelling 
should take place, that the sutures might by their irritation produce an 
erysipelas, that in the debilitated state which the patient must remain 
in would most certainly have proved fatal. 1 then covered them with 
lint, moistened with a simple dressing of equal parts of brown sugar, - 
olive oil and claret wine boiled up together (Samaritan balsam) ; the 
same was done by the wound of the neck, except that I did not remove 
the coagulum in it; and besides the sutures I placed several strips of 
adhesive plaster over it; and over all a thick compress fastened by a 
bandage placed round the neck, but so as not to produce any pressure 
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on the large vessels at the side of the neck. The flap that had been 


sliced away from the superior maxillary and molar bones of the left side of 
face, leaving them bare, now hung down perfectly cold, and the muscles 
were of a bluish or rather livid hue. I, however, determined to make an 
effort at producing reunion. I washed it clean, and tacked it with four 
interrupted sutures neatly in its place, covered it with lint, and then 
with a thick compress, which.I fastened in its place by adhesive straps. _ 
] dressed the wounds of right fore-arm with adhesive straps, reduced the 
fracture of the ulna, and passed a bandage up loosely from the fingers to 
the elbow, placed a compress over the upper extremity of the fractured 
bone, and placed on the arm two pasteboard splints, well soaked pre- 
viously, which I fastened loosely, one on the back, and one on the front 
part of the fore-arm. I now felt his pulse, and found that it had risen 
considerably, being as strong as 1 could expect under the existing cit- 
cumstances ; the heat of the body had also in a great measure returned, 
and he now spoke plainly, complaining of much thirst; the heart beat 
much stronger and more regularly. 1 therefore decided that sufficient 
re-action had taken place, and amputated his left arm just below the 
elbow-joint. He lost more blood during the operation than I well liked, 
through the clumsy management of my assistant, who had charge of the 
tourniquet. After dressing the stump, | administered sixty drops more of 
laudanum, and put him in a comfortable bed, wrapping him up warily, 
Ordered acidulated gum water for drink, and two tablespoonfuls of broth 
every hour, as he had lost so much blood, and been so long without 
nourishment of any kind. It was 2 P. M. when | finished the amputa- 
tion and put him to bed ; he had received his wounds at about 5 A. M.; 
he had been all this time without any dressing whatever on his wounds, 
and what prevented him from bleeding to death is to me a mystery— 
probably it was syncope. | “6 
16th.—Saw him at 8 A.M. He has no fever, but much thirst; 
pulse stronger; asks for food; did not sleep last night. Ordered a few 
drops of spt. eth. nitros, added to drink ; arrow root and rice, and a few 
tablespoonsful of broth, to be given frequently. 
171h.—Strong fever ; wounds are all suppurating copiously ; dressed 
them all. Ordered laxative enemas. He continued now doing better 
and better every day. 
April lst.—Was sent for to check a sudden hemorrhage from the arm, 
which | found owing to a ligature ine ulnar artery) having come away ; 
checked it by compresses wet with lead water, and appropriate bandaging, 
This ligature had been put on by my assistant, and I remarked to him at 
the time that he took up too much of the cellular tissue, and that I feared 
it might give me trouble. At this date all the wounds of head, neck and 
face, with the exception of the two that involved both plates of cranial 
bones, were healed, almost all by the first intention. On the fourth day, 
observing much cedema of the cheek on the left side, and that the eye 
was much inflamed, with its lower lid very cedematous, I cut away the 
sutures that confined the flap of the cheek just below the eye, and next 
day observed that it had answered the purpose intended, as the inflam- 
mation and cedema had subsided. The wounds of the right arm are 
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healed, with the exception of that answering to the fracture of the ulna, 
which, is, however, fast filling up with very kind granulations. Ampu- 
tated arm doing very well. 

15th.—To-day all his wounds are healed, and finding that no solid 
union has taken place between two fragments of ulnar, 1 applied the 
appareil immobile to the fore-arm. 

17th.—As he complains much of the arm since the application of the 
immovable bandage, | took it off, and found that it had caused the cica- 
trix of the wound answering to fracture, and the one immediately below, 
to slough off; | was, therefore, obliged to discontinue it, and apply the 
felt splint, as before. 

May Ist.—Is now entirely well. Amputated limb entirely healed, 
and the fractured arm perfectly strong and well set. He cannot flex the 
middle and ring fingers by themselves, but can do so by applying the un- 
der and ring fingers in close apposition to the former, and flexing them all 


together.— Medical Examiner. 


TWO CASES OF INVERSION OF THE UTERUS. 
BY W. L. SUTTON, M.D., OF GEORGETOWN, KY. 


Case I.—Nov. 16th, 1823.—I was desired to visit Mrs. S., who was 
said to be in labor, When I entered the room, the midwife observed 
there was something wrong. Upon making examination, the first thing 
which attracted my attention was a tumor, which from its size and firm- 
ness, I, for an instant, took to be the head of a child; and supposing the 
shoulders had engaged the pelvis unfavorably, 1 ran my finger up the 
neck to liberate them; when I found that this tumor was a part of the 
mother, and nothing Jess than the uterus inverted and expelled. I now 
first learned that the child had been born. The midwife assured me 
that she did not have a worse time than common ; that the placenta came 
away in good time, and without difficulty ; that the tumor followed it 
closely ; and that not knowing what it was, she did not know whether to 
permit its exit or not. I endeavored to replace it by grasping it between 
my hands, and after squeezing it for some time, pushing it in the direc- 
tion of the outlet of the pelvis. But the tumor was so firm that litle 
impression could be made upon it, and I was utterly unable to reduce it. 
Upon squeezing the uterus several blood-vessels spouted and bled for a 
short time. The patient had a ghastly aspect ; lips bluish, pupils dilated, 
pulse very weak ; yet the hemorrhage had not been considerable. She 
did not complain much ; but I thought that was owing to her diminution 
of sensibility. Having become entirely satisfied that longer endeavors to 
replace the uterus would be fruitless, and must still hasten her dissolution, 
I desisted, and attempted to sustain her by stimuli small in quantity, and 
frequently repeated. In this also I failed. Her pulse soon disappeared, 
and she died in about three hours. This woman was said to be some- 
what loose in her morals; had conceived three times, and miscarried 
once ; at which time she was said to have had a prolapsus uteri. 
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Case I].— Oct. 19th, 1835.—Mrs. H. in labor with ker first child— 
the uterus being expelled with the child. I saw her perhaps in half an 
hour. The placenta was yet partially attached to the fundus uteri; the 
body of the uterus completely expelled the vulva; no hemorrhage, great 
sinking, lips and countenance livid, pulse scarcely perceptible—the uterus 
not firm as in case Ist. Sent off for Dr. Richardson—separated the 

lacenta and returned, by moderate and continued pressure, the uterus 
into the pelvis. Dr. Richardson arriving some time afterwards, com- 
pleted the reduction. She continued very weak and fuint, and had fre- 
quent retching. ‘This state was considerably alleviated by injections of 
starch and laudanum. In this case, the membranes gave way several 
hours before the child was born, the presentation natural, pains rather 
short and at considerable intervals. The body was not expelled by the 
saine p2zin which expelled the head; but the uterus followed the body by 
the same pain; the cord was rather short. 

Evening.—She has taken small doses of stimuli during the day ; also 
a dose of ol. ricini, which vomited her. Complains of great soreness, 
pulse weak and very quick, lochia proper; has passed no urine, nor felt 
any disposition to do so. ; 

20th.—3 o'clock, A.M. A great deal of pain in the uterine region— 
has passed no urine or feces, nor feels any disposition to do so ; pulse small, 
somewhat hard and very frequent, severe headache. Drew off about 
three pints of urine: bied to 3 viii.—cold water to head, ol. ricini 3 it. 
Evening—Medicine operated well: dejections said to be proper, pulse 
still frequent (about 150), headache undiminished, no abdominal pain, lo- 
chia have been rather profuse, but at present proper. Sinapisms which 
have been applied to the head, having failed to give relief, a blister was 
applied to the back of the neck; laudanuim gtt. x. to restrain the opera- 
tion of the oil; discharge of urine natural. 

21st.—Head still aches; pulse 132; bowels freely open; urine plen- 
ty; lochia proper; no milk. Blister drew well without materially reliev- 
ing the head. 

22d.—Head still aches, skin pleasant: pulse 132; no milk; lochia 
offensive and pale. R. Draw the breasts, and wash the vulva and vagi- 
na with chamomile tea. | | 

23d.—Head somewhat relieved ; skin pleasant ; pulse 132; some ap- 
petite; no milk; urine scant; lochia offensive; bowels have not been 
moved for 36 hours: a little tenderness in the uterine region. R. Injec- 
tion of chamomile tea into the uterus and vagina: Seidlitz powders to 
keep the bowels regular. 

25th.—T he head has nearly ceased to ache, but feels very sore. The 
injections into the uterus appear to have benefited ber much. No fetor 
attends the lochia: feels comfortable; skin natural; bowels in good 
order; no milk, but some soreness of the breasts. From this time she 
continued to improve, but her health remained delicate for some time. 
She never had any secretion of milk. In the management of this case I 
had the benefit of Dr. Richardson’s advice, who saw her twice with me 
after the reduction was effected.—Amer. Jour. of Med. Sciences. 
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CASE OF EXTRAVASATION OF BLOOD INTO THE CELLULAR TEX. 
TURE, BENEATH THE SKIN OF THE PENIS. 


BY EDWARD JARVIS, M.D., LOUISVILLE, KY. 


January 14th, 1641.—A thin, healthy man, of the age of 27, while in 
coitu, and just before the orgasm, felt something give way in the penis. 
Nevertheless, the orgasin followed, and the seminal fluid was ejected, but 
without the usual excitement. The organ was at once relaxed, but 
swollen and discolored. He walked about half a mile, feeling a slight 
pain, and an increasing heaviness and fulness in the penis. 

| saw the patient in half an hour after the accident, and found the 
op very much distended with venous blood, along the dorsum and the 
eft side and around the prepuce. The diameter of the organ was greater 
than in the state of erection. On the right side, from one inch below the 
corona glandis to near the pubes, there was neither swelling nor discolora- 
tion; and here was a curve occasioned by the great distension of the op- 
posite side. The swelling encircled the whole body of the penis at its 
root, and at the prepuce; and at the latter place the distension of the in-— 
tegument was greater than in any other part. There was neither pain 
nor tenderness, nor difficulty in micturition. : 

Three years previous to this accident, the patient had worn a very 
tight pair of pantaloons, the middle seam of which pressed so closely 
upon the left side of the penis, where it curved to lie upon the opposite 
thigh, as to cause much pain and tenderness at that spot, and especially 
at the time of erection. These symptoms and a local weakness never 
left him. It was precisely at this spot, that the rupture of the sheath of 
the corpus cavernosum, appeared to be—and on this point alone, was any 
tenderness felt upon pressure. 

The extravasation was still going on, and the purple swelling increas- 
ing. I.therefore directed absolute rest upon the back; application of 
Jead-water to the swelling, without covering of bed-clothes over the hips 
and pubes. 

In one hour found the swelling somewhat greater, but the rapidity of 
its increase checked. Not wishing to open the skin while the hemor- 
rhage was active, I ordered a solution of mur. ammon. in spirits and wa- 
ter equal parts, perfect rest, and cold for the night. : 

15th.—Hemorrhage arrested; coagulation taking place; opened the 
skin with a bistoury, making a free incision longitudinally along the dor- 
surn, and transversely through the prepuce on the right side. The blood 
oozed out, but the cellular substance was filled with coagula; directed 
the continued application of towels dipped in hot water, and the whole 
to be kept covered with blankets, to retain the heat, and promote the 
discharge of blood. 

At night the blood had oozed freely from the incisions, and the swell- 
ang was diminished along the dorsum, and on the right side of the prepuce. 
Made another incision on the left of the prepuce ; continued hot applica- 
tions for the night. 

16th.—Swelling diminished ; though not so much on the left side of the 


dorsum or elsewhere ; made an incision on this side ; continued applica- 
ions of warm water. 
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17th.—Blood ceased to flow through the incisions, and these were 
healing. Supposing the rest of the coagula might be absorbed, I chang- 
ed the hot to cold applications, and ordered the solution of ammonia, 
first covering the wounds with simple cerate, to defend them from the 
irritation of the ammonia. Gave also, submur. hyd. gr. vi., aloes gr. 
iv.; comp. ext. colocynth gr. iii., M., which produced a small operation. 

18th.—Absorption going on; swelling diminishing ; bowels costive. 
Gave sulph. magnes. 3 i. ; continued cold lotions. 

19th.—Swelling about the dorsum penis changing from the purple to 
yellowish hue; continued lotions. Gave him jalap pulv. gr. x.; su- 
pertart. potass. gr. xij. M. Noon, no operation ; much nausea. Gave 
sulph. magnes. 3j. Evening, vomited in afternoon; very feeble ; ab- 
sorption rapid. 

20th.—Had four operations in night, with great nausea ; yellowness of 
skin extending. Continued lotions. 

2ist.—One operation ; swelling diminishing ; organ nearer the natural 
shape and size. Corpus cavernosum feels somewhat distended and hard. 

Patient has been, for many years, troubled with night erections, which 
have latterly increased. He had these on the night both of the 20th and 
2ist. Then felt the pain at the point where the sheath appeared to be 
ruptured. This erection was immediately relieved by the cold lotion. 

22d.—Improving ; swelling in cellular tissue diminished. Skin more 
pale ; corpus cavernosum hard as yesterday ; bowels costive. Gave 
sulph. magnes. 3 i.; lotions as before. 

23d.—Salts operated favorably ; patient feels well; swelling of skin 
mostly gone. The purple has much diminished, and the sallow color ex- 
tending. Corpus cavernosum somewhat hard and distended ; penis not 
perfectly relaxed, and flaccid as natural; no pain, but a little tenderness 
at the point of rupture. | 

In all this time, there was no difficulty in micturition ; no excitement, 
nor irritation, nor heat in the body of the penis. Patient lay on his back 
until the 30th, confined himself strictly to vegetable diet, and cool drinks ; 
whereby all inflammation was prevented. nf 

At 9 o’clock this morning, he started on a journey of two days, in the 
stage, over a hard road. 

February 20th.—He wrote for advice. “TI arrived safely, without any 
pain or inconvenience. 1 have taken no medicine, nor made external ap- 
plications. 1 am better and improving, yet not well. The penis is re- 
duced to its natural size, and all discoloration is gone; but the part where 
the rupture was, is not quite healed ; and on erection, the penis is bent and 
drawn down to one side, and attended with considerable pain. I wish 
you to prescribe again for this condition of things.” 

Advised frictions with ung. hyd., moderate diet, and exercise, and ab- 
sence of all stimulants. 

April 5th.—He again wrote, “I followed your prescription strictly as 
to the use of the mercurial ointment. J have, in a good measure, abstain- 
ed from warm and strong food, and entirely from intoxicating drinks. 
The pain during erection has much abated ; but the penis, whea erected, 
is very much bent; and when not erect, there appears to be, in the body 
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of it, at or near the place where the rupture occurred, a lump or hard 
substance, and although I have rubbed the part regularly, two or three 
times a day, 1 don’t think it much diminished.” 

Sth.—Advised cold douche and friction with iodine ointment, and the 
camphor liniment. 

_ May 10th,—Patient wrote, that under the influence of the cold douche 
applied daily, and the iodine ointment and camphor liniment, he was 
somewhat better than when he wrote before. ‘“ But my improvement is. 
very slow. The pain during erection is almost entirely gone ; but there 
is still considerable chordee ; my improvement was confined to the two 
first weeks of using the last prescription. Since that time | have been, I 
think, stationary.” 

Advised bandaging penis, keeping this wet with solution of mur. ammo- 
nia, and occasional frictions with ung. mur. ammon. 

The patient improved through the summer ; but the chordee, the local 
tenderness, and slight swelling and hardness at the point of rupture, had 
“ oo disappeared in September, 1841, when he died of fever. 


PREGNANCY WITHOUT SIGNS—LABOR WITHOUT PAINS. 


Tuts case was read to the Med. and Chirurg. Society of London, by Dr. 
C. J. B. Williams. It was that of a lady, aged 31, who had noticed an 
enlargement of the abdomen for six or seven months. She felt certain 
she was not pregnant, becasue she had not experienced symptoms similar 
to those of her first pregnancy. Catamenia appeared last, eight or nine 
months ago. External examination not proving satisfactory, examination 
per vaginam was made, which disclosed the nature of the case. The os 
uteri was dilated to the size of a shilling, the neck entirely expanded, and 
the membranes and child’s head could be felt. Though informed she 
was preunant, she was sceptical, and made no preparation for the event. 
On the 5th of January the author was sent for, and found the child born 
before his arrival. The funis was ruptured about four inches from the 
umbilicus. It appears the lady had suffered from diarrhoea for two days 
previous. At one o'clock in the morning she awoke with, she says, grip- 
ing pains in the belly. These continued until six o’clock, when she got 
out of bed for ease. She walked into an adjoining room, and bending 
herself rested her hands on a table. Suddenly the waters broke, and the 
child was expelled, and fell on the floor. She states positively she had 
- — in the loins nor bearing-down pains previous to the expulsion of 

e child. 

The author considers the following facts established by the case :— 

1. That pregnancy may occur and nearly reach its termination without 
many of the ordinary signs. 

2. That the uterus may contract, like other hollow muscular organs, 
without the consciousness of the mother. 

3. That rupture of the funis is attended with little or no bleeding. 

The practical doctrine he infers from it is, that in cases of illegitimate 
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births occurring suddenly, and where the child is found dead, the circum- 
stances should be of a very decided character before the guilt of infanticide 
be fixed on the mother. 

Dr. Merriman saw nothing in the case related so very extraordinary. 
With regard to there being no hemorrhage from the funis, it was well 
known that when this was broken by violence there was no bleeding. 
When torn asunder forcibly no ligature was usually necessary. He saw 
nothing wonderful in a patient not knowing that she was pregnant. He 
had seen many such cases. He was once asked to see the wife of a phy- 
sician, who was stated to be laboring under ovarian dropsy, but who he 
found to be pregnant. On informing her of her condition, she said it was 
impossible. ‘ Why so?” he inquired. “Ask my husband,” was the re- 
ply of the lady. 

Dr. Seymour related the case of a lady who had been married sixteen 
or eighteen years without being pregnant, but who at the end of that pe- 
riod miscarried at the fourth month, in consequence of taking medicines 
for removing a fancied collection of wind in the abdomen. 

Dr. Johnson observed that where one woman was pregnant and denied 


it, twenty imagined they were so when they were not. Joanna South- 
cote to wit!—London Lancet. 


ABSTINENCE AND REPLETION. 


) 
BY JOHN TAYLOR, BRUMPTON, ENG. 


Tue remarks of Dr. Clutterbuck on total abstinence and temperance, 
as to their effects in the case of the celebrated and good Dr. Birkbeck, 
and on people in general, remind me of a very strong case in point, which 
I witnessed in Dublin in 1822, | 

In May, 1822, a young English lad, about sixteen years of age, joined 
his family in Dublin ; he came straight from Paris, where he had spent 
about fourteen months. He was at his arrival, although of a sanguine 
constitution, both pale and thin, like one of those members of a broken- 
down family, whom everybody sees at once have been under-fed. When 
his father began to interrogate him about the loss of his color and flesh, it 
caine out that he had been for the space of twelve months subsisting on 
half a franc a day for all his meals, in order to economize and save the 
means of travelling, that he might rejoin his friends. His salary itself was - 
only thirty francs a month, and his labor as copying clerk to a French 
book-seller lasted sixteen hours per diem. 

It would, indeed, be a difficult task to describe the nutriment on which 
the poor boy had lived; but butcher’s meat, strange as it may seem, was 
one of the articles of his diet. Fancy, Mr. Editor, what that meat 
must have been, sold at four sols per plate; fancy to yourself a poor 
growing boy, rising with undiminished appetite from every meal during 
twelve months. He has often said that he never once felt the glow of 
genial warmth at night in bed the whole time of this probation. He 
went to bed cold, trembled, and shivered, until he fell asleep, and arose 
with the same chill pervading his skin. hove | 
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~The Trish are a most hospitable people, and take pleasure in surfeiting 
their friends. ‘The poor lad had no longer any lack of anything; instead 
of his two wretched meals a day, he had four meals, almost episcopal, at 
the sight of which even jolly Anacreon might have showed his gums. In 
less than ‘a month his color had returned, his limbs had grown round 
again, his stature visibly increased, and great ugliness had given place to 
what are called “ very good looks.” 

About this time certain itchy pimples fast appeared on his chest, which, 
multiplying rapidly from day to day, very soon covered the whole body, 
except the face, neck, and soles of the feet. A youth who slept with 
him caught the distemper a few days after; it also spread over his body, 
but more inertly, and not to the same extent. After the body had been 
thus spotted with detached pimples for some weeks, the pimples grew 
together, especially towards the joints, and large scabs were formed, from 
which issued copious discharges of matter of a yellowish white, entirely 
free from smell. Scales of dry scab would frequently come off on remov- 
ing his coat at night: there were very few pimples on the hands, and the 
last place which became affected was the skin between the fingers. All 
these pinples itched both day and night; sometimes to a degree hardly 
endurable. 

The doctors called this dreadful eruption herpes. It greatly affected 
the spirits of the poor lad, but not at all his health, or his looks, which 
had gained so much from the great change in his diet. A very skilful 
practitioner took charge of this case, and refused to give any medicine for 
it until it had quite covered the young patient’s body. He said that it 
was a grand effort of nature to purify the impoverished blood of one who 
had been so long under-fed. After waiting three months to let nature do 
her work, he prescribed an ounce of Epsom salts dissolved in a quart of 
water, to last three days, besides some antiscorbutic pills, and a plain 
ointment for local application. The disease was soon mastered by these 
remedies, and disappeared quite as quickly as it had come. 

I witnessed the facts I have related, and from them I gather that Dr. 
Clutterbuck is right, and that abstinence ought not to be carried too far, 
where people possess the means of living well. Let us all avoid ex- 
cess, and be content with moderate enjoyment. But let us never forget 


that if indulgence may be too lax, mortification may be too rigid for 
social beings. — Ibid. 


GENERAL DEPORTMENT OF PHYSICIANS. 


Tue following is an extract from a discourse before the Monroe County 
edical Society, N. Y., delivered at Rochester, May 11, 1842, by 
Maurtsy Srrone, M.D., President.] 

Every physician should be habitually and strictly moral. If he is 
governed by motives of Christian benevolence, so much the better. No 
class of men possess better evidence of the power, wisdom and goodness 
of the Creator, and the propriety of acting in obedience to his will as 
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revealed in his works and word, than the well-educated, right-thinking, 
sound-hearted physician. | 

In his intercourse with his professional brethren, he shouid be candid, 
courteous and honorable; and should, of course, avoid, under all circum- 
‘stances, duplicity, detraction, rudeness and evil speaking. In short, he 
should do unto his professional brethren as he would, under like circum- 
stances, they should do unto him. | . 

In his intercourse with the world, he should be an example of be- 
coming neatness in his person, of dignified deportment, and in manners a 
gentleman. 

_ At the bed-side of his patient he should be kind, attentive and honest. 
By kindness and attention I not only include those kind offices which 
serve to alleviate physical sufferings, but also kind and encouraging or 
soothing language, gentleness of manners; in short, the thousand little 
things which, costing no sacrifice on the part of the physician, tend in a 
high degree to assuage the sufferings, whether real or imaginary, of the 
mind diseased, and thereby restore a healthy tone to the functions gene- 
rally. 1] have no doubt but in this way the cure of diseases, particularly 
those usually denominated nervous, is oftentimes greatly facilitated. 
Why should it not be so, since we all admit that there is a mutual action 
or sympathy existing between the brain and nervous system and the 
other organs of the body ? 

He should also be patient, gentle, and yet thorough in his examination 
into the symptoms of the patients for whom he is called to prescribe— 
whatever the sex, and wherever the disease may be located—in order to 
inform himself thoroughly, not only of the locality, but the nature; and, 
so far as can be done, of the cause of the complaint. To administer 
remedies to heal diseases without first instituting such an investigation, is 
sheer quackery—a practice which cannot be too strongly condemmed, as 
likely to produce greater evils than those which it is intended to cure. — 

Physicians should be especially careful in their prognosis, particularly 
in acute diseases where there is much nervous excitement, or when, from 
the natural temperament of the patient, a high degree of nervous exci- 
tability may be apprehended. In chronic diseases generally, and es- 
pecially in that class of them believed in the present state of medical 
science to be incurable, less caution is necessary ; because nervous exci- 
tability in such cases generally diminishes in proportion as the disease 
advances. The physician should remember that he is supposed to know 
very nearly how a given disease will terminate—his opinion is therefore 
eagerly sought, and greatly relied upon. Under such circumstances, is it 
unreasonable to suppose that an unfavorable opinion would be likely to 
shock the nervous system, even of the stoutest man, and materially re- 
tard, if not wholly prevent recovery ? If the patient possesses a delicate, 
excitable, nervous system, in nine cases in ten it would cause a fatal ter- 
mination, and that, not from the necessarily fatal character of the disease, 
but from the depression and consequent exhaustion of the nervous energy. 
I do not wish to be understood as recommending to the physician to en- 
courage in his patients, or their friends, hopes of recovery, where death 
is certain beyond a peradventure. In such cases the patient is generally 
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too near that world from whose bourne no traveller returns, to be affected 
by any opinion; but I do mean to say, that many a patient does re- 
cover despite the sentence of death pronounced by the faculty—that 
there is often a point in the progress of disease, when the life of the patient 
hangs, as it were, by a thread—that at that moment an unfavorable 
opinion from the physician may sever that thread, and therefore that 
great care should be exercised in the expression of an opinion which 
may produce the very result which, with all possible effort, we are striv- 
ing to avert. : 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, JULY 20, 1842. 


MEDICINE AND SURGERY IN MONTREAL. 


AttnovcH there are hospitals in Montreal, with many patients in them, 
it is a singular fact that operations are very rare. In passing through 
the spacious and well-ventilated wards of any one of the charitable insti- 
tutions of the city, which are principally under the immediate control of 
different orders of nuns, no one is seen, at least at present, either recover- 
ing from a surgical operation, or preparing for one. Infirm and idiotic 
men and women, and old and white-headed people, tottering under the 
weight of years, make up the amount of beneficiaries. There seems to 
be no specific regulations in regard to the period when a patient shall 
leave, nor special inquiry into the claims of an applicant for admission. 
We saw a pale, feeble Irishman, sitting near a door, who said, when 
questioned about his health, that he had been there “ seven years with a 
great wakeness in the legs” ! 

A student would not be essentially benefited by attendance either at 
the Hotel Dieu, under the surgical care of Dr. Monroe, or at the General 
or English Hospital as it is called. This latter establishment has a 
charter from England, and derives considerable of its support from a small 
tax onemigrants. There are, however, many annual subscribers, by whom 
the medical officers are selected, but who receive no compensation. Pro- 
fessional merit has no influence in the appointments: because an indi- 
vidual happens to be well esteemed by those exercising the most influ- 
ence, he takes the post—to have and to hold as long as he lives, for 
aught we know to the contrary. Of the military hospitals, of which 
there are a number, each is under the care of the surgeons attached 
to the regiments on garrison duty. Consequently they are frequently 
changed. 

As nearly as can be ascertained without a special call for numbers, 
there are not far from fifty practitioners in Montreal, out of which a few 
perform the most lucrative part of the business. Dr. Holmes is spoken of 
by the inhabitants generally asa man of superior professional attainments. 
Singular as it may appear to us, in the States, where quackery in all its 
varieties flourishes like a green bay tree, there is not one of the family of 


quacks in the whole city—not even a Thomsonian or a reformed Beachite; 
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nor is there a bottle of hot crop, or, as far as we could discover, a spoon- 
ful of composition tea, within the limits of the municipality. The poor 
man’s plaster is indeed on sale ; but no mention was made of Sherman’s 
lozenges or Brandeth’s pills. More wonderful still, the Science of Life, 
as promulgated among us from the pulpit, instead of a college of medi- 
cine, by one of the greatest quacks in the Union, if ever known in Lower 
Canada, has not been long remembered—since they are prodigious meat 
eaters in all British America, even to a proverb, yet are as hardy, strong, 
long-lived and happy as the disciples of any new school of dietetics. 

Till within a few years, the city practitioners of Lower Canada went 
to England for a medical education. Those whose means are sufficiently 
ample, do so still; but since the discovery was made that lectures at Bos- 
ton, New York and Philadelphia were open to them, the number now 
annually matriculated at these places, is increasing. When a physician 
goes from the States into Canada to establish himself, a diploma, from any 
school of acknowledged reputation, is a sufficient document to obtain 
the approbation and license of the board of medical examiners, appointed 
by Government. 

A collegiate institution, called M’Gill College, the academic depart- 
ment of which was never organized, hax a medical school in active ope- 
ration, with a talented faculty. There are six chairs. filled by the follow- 
ing gentlemen, viz. :—Practice of Physic, W. Robertson, M.D. ; Chemis- 
try and Pharmacy, A. F. Holmes, M.D.; Principles and Practice of Sur- 

ry, G. W. Campbell, M.D.; Midwifery, A. Hall, M.D.; Anatomy and 

hysiology, Bruncan, Esq. ; Demonstrator of Anatomy, J. R. Dick, 
M.D. Lectures commence the first Monday in November, and continue 
till May first. Three winter sessions are requisite for graduation. 

A stranger is everywhere struck with the devoted attention and un- 
wearied kindness of the sisters of charity. They are the hospital nurses, 
the apothecaries in some places, but always the vigilant, conscientious at- 
tendants of those admitted to their hospitable abode. Much of the suc- 
cess in hospital practice depends on the nurses, since they often really kill 
or cure, however skilful the medical attendant may be. 

The medical institutions of Quebec will constitute a future page. 


Lowell Hospital Association.—From the books of the Superintendent 
and Physician, it appears that two patients were in the Hospital at the 
beginning of the year, and that there were admitted within that period, 
rect Those admitted within the year, consist of 10 males and 245 
females. 

There remain in the Hospital, 14; have been discharged, cured, 223; 
do. relieved, 12; do. not relieved, 1; died, 7. Total, 257. 

These results are more favorable even than those of last year, which 
were regarded as highly satisfactory. Thirteen applicants for admission 
have been rejected for want of accommodations; many have probably 
been prevented from applying from the same cause. The aggregate 
residence of all the patients for the year, amounted to 423 6-7 weeks 
—equal to 2967 days, giving an average of 11.544 days to each pa- 
tient. The average number of patients during the year is 8.128. 

The actual expenses incurred for the support of the Hospital during 
the past year, is $3751 96. The whole amount received from patients 
is but $1265 39, which, with $3,75 for the labor of the gardener, is all 
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its income—showing a clear loss to the several companies of $2482 82. 

This loss is less than it was the year previous, and we are encouraged to 

hope that it will be reduced the current year. And yet, large as it is, it 

— better, probably, be met than that the enterprise should fail.— Annual 
eport. 


Reunion of the Fingers.—M. della Fanteria attended a young girl 
who had two fingers cut off by accident while engaged in domestic affairs. 
He found the fingers in some bran, in which they had fallen; but, to his 
great surprise, they were both cut into two pieces. He, nevertheless, de- 
termined to reunite them to the hand, which he effected by strapping and 
sutures. At the end of a few days union was perfect, and the poor girl 
thoroughly recovered the free use of her fingers, the articular motions 
continuing. [!] This case is verified by the celebrated Vacca, and by 
Prof. Centofanti.— Prov. Med. and Surg. Jour. 


Introduction of Air into the Veins.—Dr. Godemer, Physician to the 
Hospital of Ambriéres, in Mayenne, has published in the Transactions of 
the Medical Society of Indre and Loire, three cases of tumor in the neck, 
during the amputation of which, a peculiar hissing noise was heard, fol- 
lowed by the instantaneous death of the patient. The only abnormal ap- 
pearance presented on the examination of the body, was the distension of 
the cavities of the heart by a great quantity of air. In removing large 
tumors from the neck, or from near the heart, we should avoid every- 
thing by which the entry of air into the veins can happen. Among these 
causes, M. Godemer classes the movements given to the tumor, in divid- 
ing the circumjacent cellular tissue, with the view of removing the dis- 
eased growth whole. To avoid this inconvenience, under these circum- 
stances, he removes the tumor piecemeal, and since he adopted that plan, 
he says he has not lost a single patient by this unfortunate occurrence. 
Six cases of tumor of the neck were operated on by hiin in 1839 and 1840, 
and with success. The patient suffers a little’more pain ; but in exchange, 
there is not any danger of the passage of air to the heart, and the conse- 
quent immediate death of the patient.— did. 


Desertion of Children in France.—MM. Terme and Monfalcon state 
that in large manufacturing districts, and among artisans, the parents 
separate themselves from their children with a most lamentable careless- 
ness, and look on it as infinitely more convenient and desirable to take 
their children to a hospice, and to forget them, than to trouble themselves 
abvut bringing them up. M. Lelong, a member of the general council of — 
the Seine Inferieure, states that in some neighborhoods the number of 
foundlings has equalled, and sometimes even exceeded, the number of 
children born out of wedlock. At the Hotel Dieu, at Lyons, there is a 
lying-in ward for the wives of the artisans, in which from 500 to 600 are 
delivered annually. More than 60 of these women are detected every 
year by the vigilance of the police, in their attempt to send their children 
to the hospice, and are compelled to take them back again. Many elude 
the officers, and succeed in getting rid of their children. 2000 are ad- 
mitted every year into the foundling hospital at Lyons, and of these 400 
are considered to be legitimate. During the twenty years from 1816 to 
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1835, 57,400 women have been delivered in the Maternité, at Paris, and 
19-20ths of them sent their children to the Hospice des Enfans trouvés. 
— British and Foreign Medical Review. 


Singular Case of Monstrosity.—Dr. Rodenstab, in a communication 
entitled Practical Remarks on Labor, published in the “ Neue Zeitschrift, 
fur die Geburiskunde,” has given the particulars of the birth of a living 
monstrosity, without any cranium. ‘The mother was delivered by the 
forceps. A fortnight after birth, points of ossification were developed in 
different parts of the head, and at the end of two months, the cranium re- 
sembled that of an ordinary newly-born infant. ‘The child, a male, three 
years old at the date of the report, differs only from other children by the 
great size of the fontanelle.— Prov. Med. and Surg. Jour. 


The American Society of Dental Surgeons met yesterday at the Medi- 
cal College in this city. Weare of course unable to give any account, in 
this No., of the meeting, but shall endeavor to give a brief report of the 
proceedings in our next. 

It is said that the managers of the Boston Dispensary have determined 


to allow to each of the dispensary physicians the sum of $50 per annum 
for their services. 


Nortice.—The attention of subscribers is solicited to the bills which they may 
receive during the present month enclosed in their copies of the Journal. Money 
may be sent through Postmasters, who are generally willing to frank letters con- 
taining subscriptions. If preferred, subscribers in New York, may pay to C.S. 
Francis, Broadway ; in Philadelphia, to Judah Dobson, Chesnut street ; and in 
Providence, to Joseph Balch, Jr. 

An advertising Supplement will be issued, as usual, with the first No. of the 
new volume in August. It is desirable that advertisements for it be sent in as 
early as possible. | 


Books, &c., Receiven.—Druitt’s Modern Surgery, from the second London 
edition, edited by Joshua {. Flint, M.D.—Constitution, &c., of the Medical So- 
ciety of Missouri. 


Marriepn,—At Southington, Ct., by the Rev. E. C. Jones, Frederick A. Hart, 
M.D., to Miss Lucretia S. Lee. , 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending July 16, 82.—Males, 19; Females, 13. Stillborn, 5. 

Of consumption, 3—bowel complaint, 1—gravel, 1—infantile, 2—sudden, I—scarlet fever, 3— 
child-bed, 1—debility, 2—fits, 2—measles, 1—disease of the head, 1—delirium tremens, l1—dropsy on 
the brain, 2—hooping cough, 2—croup, 1—intemperance, 1—drinking cold water, 1—accidental, 1— 
old age, 1—disease of the spine, 1—teething, 1. 


MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Tue Medical Lectures of Harvard University begin annually, at the Medical College in Mason street, 
Boston, on the first Wednesday in November, and continue four months. 
The introductory Lecture is given at 12 o’clock of the above day, in the Anatomical Theatre, by 
the Professors in rotation. 
The following are the courses of Lectures delivered in this College, with the fees annexed. 


Fees. 
Anatomy and Operative Surgery, - - Pror, WARREN - -= = © 15,00 
Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, - Pror. CHANNING - - - - - 10,00 
Materia Medica, - - -  Pror.  - ] 
Principles of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, Pror. HaywarD - - - - = 10,00 


Theory and Practice of Physic and Clin. Med. Prors. Ware and BicELo - 2 - B, 
There is no fee for matriculation. The Hospital and Library are gratuitous. Ticket for Dissect- 
Room, $5,00. Board ia as low as in any of our cities. 

e Clinical Lectures in Medicine and Surgery are given on cases in the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, which are visited by the class three times a week. Surgical operations at the Hospital are 
frequent. An abundant opportunity is thas furnished to students for practical observation and study, 

Jy 20—eop6t ; WALTER CHANNING, Dean. 
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BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION—AT PITTSFIELD, MASS. 


THB next annual course of Lectures will commence on the first Thursday (5th) of August, 1842, and 
continue thirteen weeks. 


Henay H. Cuitps, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics. 
ALoNnzO CLARK, M.D., Professor of General and Special Pathology. 

Mussgs A. Leg, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Pharmacy. 

Frank H. Hami.ton, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 
Bensamin R. Paumer, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 

Cuaesrer Dewey, M.D., Professor of Chemistry, Botany and Natural Philosophy. 

Jion. Jacosp A.M., Medical Jurisprudence. 

Jay C. Butter, M.D. Demonstrator of Anatomy. 


Fees.—For the whole course of Lectures, $50. Students who have attended two full courses of lec- 
tures at any incorporated school of medicine, will be required to pay $10. Graduation fee, $18. 

Board, from $1,50 to 2,00 per week. 

Students who propose attending the course of Lectures will find it advantageous to spend a few 
weeks in the Reading Term, to which they will be xdmitted gratuitously. H. H. CHILDS, 

Pittsfield, May, 1842. Je 22—tA President. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE MED. INSTLTUTION OF DARTMOUTH COLLEGE. 
Tas annual course of Medical Lectures in this Institution will commence on Thursday, the 4th of 
Auvust, !842, and continue three months. There wil] be four lectures daily, with examinations. All 
surgical operations before the class are performed gratis. Fees for the course. $50, payable at the 
commencement of the lectures. Matriculation, 63,00. Graduating expenses, $18. Every facility for 
private dissections. 

Surgery, Obstetrics, and Diseases of Women and Children,by - Dix1 Crosry, M.D. 

Materia Medica, Medical Jurisprudence and Medical Botany, by Epwarp E. Puecpes, M.D. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, by - - - - - Otiver P. HupBarp, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, and Pathological Anatomy, by Josern Rosy, M.D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by - - - - - Epmunp R. PEas.ee, M.D. 

Private instruction given by the Resident Professors throughout the vear. 

Je 22— OLIVER P. HUBBARD, Secretary of the Faculty. 


CASTLETON MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
FALL COURSE OF LECTURES. 
Tae Fall Course of Lectures will be commenced on the first Thursday, 4th of August, and be con- 
tinued fourteen weeks. 
Jimes McCuintock, M D., President, Professor of General, Special and Surgical Anatomy. 
Josep. Perkins, M.D , Registrar, Professor of Materia Medica, Therapeutics and Obstetrics. 
D.ivip M. Reess, M.D., Protessor cf the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
Caauncey |. Mitrcnett, M.D., Professor of Physiology, General Pathology, and Operative 
Obstetrics. 
James McUuintock, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 
Arrep C. Post, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmic Anatomy and Surgery. 
P, M.D., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
zea 3S Cire, M.D., Professor of Chemistry, Pharmacy, and Natural History. 
OAN W. SnowpDeEN, Prosector of Anatomy. 


Fees for the course, $50. Matriculating fee, $5. Fee for those who have attended two full courses 
at other regular medical institutions, $10. Graduation fee, $16. Expense of boarding, &c. 1,50 to 
$2,25 per week. 

Duriug the present term about sixty surgical cases have been prescribed for, and operated upon be 


fore the class. JOSEPH PERKINS, Registrar. 
Castleton, Vt., May 26, 1842. Je. 29.—tA4 


MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Censors’ Meerina.—There will be a meeting of the Censors of the Society and of the First Medical 
District on Wednesday, the 27th day of July, at 4 o’clock, P. M., at the house of the subscriber, No. 9 
Franklin street, Boston. Je 29—eptin JOHN JEFFRIES, Secretary of Censors. 


PRIVATE HOSPITAL IN BOS'TON. 
Stras Durkesr, M.D., Member of the Masxachusetts Medical Society, and of the Boston Medical 
Association, has taken the large and convenient house No 26 Howard Street, Boston, and fitted it up 
as » PRIVATE HOSPITAL tor INVALIDS. 
In important and difficult cases, the services of the most skilful and experienced physicians in the 
city will be had in consultation; and patients who place themselves under the care of Dr. D., 
who wish to avail themselves of the advantages of a private Hospital, may be assured that every 
effort will be made for their comfort and well being. | 
An apartment has been fitted ap with apparatus tor administering the Iodine Bath, Sulphur Bath, 
and other medicated baths, xs recommended by Dr. Green, of London, in the treatment of various 
chronic diseases. Terms, $6 to $10 per week. 


IMPROVED SILVER CATHETER. 
Tue superior Silver Catheter, made by the subscriber, may be found at Metcalfs, No. 33 Tremont 
row. My 11—* D. SMILEY, JR. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin 8t., to whom all communications must be 
addressed, post paid. Itis slso published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year, J. V.C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $1,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5,00 a year, in 
advauce. Orders from adistance must be accomvanied by payment in advance or satisfactory refer- 
ence. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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